Student Council meeting: 12.03.26

Staff present: J Hurst
Pupils present RB, HB, LP, BM, MN, KT

Matters raised:

· Frustration around online access. Most things have been blocked, particularly for use during free time. Michael stated that he had been told by MP that Roadblox would be unblocked but this has still not happened. Some computers have been incorrectly set up which is then affecting access.

· KS4 pupils are happy with their building. Feel it provides them with a little more autonomy, and they feel more grown up. Concern around continuing to access lunch in Grandstand on inclement days. Plants are regularly getting damaged as there is very little room for ball games. Would be better to remove plants and open up the space.


· Queries about development of the outside space at the back of Grandstand. This would make a great area for outside gym, basketball hoops etc. JH informed that this was on the long term agenda for further consideration.

· Request for a gate to allow access straight onto racecourse to retrieve balls. JH confirmed this would not be possible. Alternative suggested by Hunter was netting to cover the MUGA. More sheltered areas requested also. Pupils used to “huddle” outside JH’s office window as there is a slight overhang. 


· Paxtons on doors in Grandstand: all felt there was no need for a Paxton on the hall door. Pupils are delayed exiting to go to the toilet, reliant on staff being readily available to open the door for them. Seems unnecessary. Likewise, all pupils felt there were too many Paxtons around the building. Have to be with a member of staff constantly, no independence. Staff are often busy so can’t accompany them immediately. Upstairs set of locked doors causes problems. Pupils have been trapped in the small hallway between rooms on a couple of occasions. One Paxton upstairs was felt to be sufficient.

· All felt settled back on the main site after the move back from GH.


· Racist and homophobic language: this is an issue which needs addressing. Pupils felt staff need to be doing more to educate pupils about appropriate language and the offence that can be caused through the use of some words in particular. Suggested more frequent PSHE lessons which focused on what affects our pupils specifically rather than generalised topics.

· Staff are seen gossiping during lessons/playtimes and are then not aware of potential issues and name calling from some pupils. Staff are not addressing the inappropriate language used but appear to be accepting it. Pupils will often deflect by stating their comments are “banter” which is then accepted by staff. JH stressed that it is most definitely not banter if one party is being victimized and made to feel very uncomfortable. Banter is a two-way, mutually acceptable process which didn’t appear to be the case with examples provided by pupils. Specific pupils named as main culprits. JH to pass onto relevant staff.


· Classes should have regular access to the DT and cooking rooms now that they are both available again. All wanted to see more cooking and DT lessons on the timetable.

· RAG rating for behaviour on a weekly basis was requested. Pupils felt that a clear system was needed. This would lead to a good behaviour trip half termly for highlighted pupils. 


· Pupils would like enrichment to return, but for a shorter period (40 mins). Pupils liked the mixing up of the years. JH reminded pupils that, unfortunately, enrichment hadn’t been particularly successful for many as behaviour incidents increased. Pupils agreed and suggested a ban for offenders. JH explained that this is difficult to manage with staffing available but assured pupils she would discuss further with staff, possibly linking to good behaviour.

· Pupils requested specific IT lessons.


· Pupils suggested more learning sessions within phases with outside providers. They enjoyed the recent Everyone’s Invited and would like more of these, on a variety of themes, in future. Online safety was suggested.

· Buddy systems for older pupils could support younger pupils. Eg, using year 7/8 pupils to help prepare year 6 pupils for their move to secondary. 


· Houses: need to be up and running again as nothing has happened for a long time. Suggestions for competitions: sports, board games, spelling, baking. Billy suggested trivia quizzes within the phases. Rooney specifically suggested football as games at break/lunch are not successful as they are not supervised properly and older pupils are too rough, meaning younger pupils stop playing when older pupils join in and take over.

· All agreed meetings are to be held monthly going forward.


